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Jesus posed this question to the multitudes concerning John the Baptist: “What did you go 

out to see? A reed shaken by the wind?” (Matthew 11:7). I’m not sure what they thought in 

the beginning, but by this time they knew that John the Baptist was anything but a reed 

shaken by the wind. Not this man, not the man who came “in the spirit and power of Elijah” 

(Luke 1:17), and of whom Jesus said, “Among those born of women there has not risen one 

greater…” (Matthew 11:11). John knew the will of the Lord; he wasn’t afraid to speak it 

(Luke 3:7-14, 19-20; Mark 6:18); and what others thought about him, said to him, or did to 

him was not going to shake him in the least. 

Ironically, the man who killed John the Baptist (ordered his execution—Mark 6:27) was just 

the opposite. If there was ever a reed shaken by the wind, it was Herod Antipas, the tetrarch 

of Galilee (Luke 3:1). When Herod first imprisoned John, he was afraid to do him any further 

harm, because he knew “that he was a just and holy man” (Mark 6:20). That, and the fact that 

he also “feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet” (Matthew 14:5). 

Herod even enjoyed listening to John preach (Mark 6:20), despite the fact that John had 

rebuked him “for all the evils” he had done, including his unlawful marriage to Herodias 

(Luke 3:19-20; Mark 6:18). 

So why would a man with such strong feelings for John end up killing him, something for 

which he was “exceedingly sorry”? (Mark 6:26). He did it, because unlike John, Herod had no 

real conviction. Pleasing the people around him (especially his family), saving face, 

maintaining his image—all that meant more to him than doing the right thing. It’s not hard 

to see what was behind the decisions Herod made. He put John in prison because he wanted 

to please his wifeplease his wifeplease his wifeplease his wife (Mark 6:17-18). He made a foolish oath (“whatever you ask me…up to half 

the kingdom”—Mark 6:23), because he wanted to please His please His please His please His stepstepstepstep----daughterdaughterdaughterdaughter, who had pleased 

him with her dancing. Never in his wildest dreams did he think she would ask for the head 

of John the Baptist. But, even at this point, Herod still could have done the right thing. He 

could have recanted this foolish oath, but he didn’t, because he wanted to please “those who please “those who please “those who please “those who 

sat with him”sat with him”sat with him”sat with him” (Mark 6:26)—those important people he had invited to his birthday feast 

(Mark 6:21). No way he’s going to look weak in front of these important people, so 

“immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head to be brought. And he 

went and beheaded him in prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and 

the girl gave it to her mother” (Mark 6:27-28). 

Do you see the difference in the two men? Both Herod and John knew the will of the Lord, 

but only John stood for it. And John stood for it, because he had a single-minded desire to 

please the Lord—to magnify Him and not himself (“He must increase, but I must decrease”—

John 3:30). Herod, on the other hand, was “tossed to and fro” (Ephesians 4:14), like a reed 

shaken by the wind, because he “loved the praise of men more than the praise of God” (John 

12:43). Both men lost their head—just in different ways. 


