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Satan is a liar—we all know that. So why do we keep believing him? Why do we believe him 

when he says that we can’t understand the Bible? We began to expose that lie in part one, but let’s 

take it a step further this week. Let’s focus on the attitude of Jesus toward this subject. This should 

settle the matter—if we’re serious about following Jesus. 

Jesus expected people to readreadreadread the Scriptures (the O.T. Scriptures would have been in existence 

during Jesus’ day). When discussing points of doctrine, Jesus often asked the question, “Have you 

never read?” and would then quote the passage they should have read (Matthew 12:3, 5; 19:4; 

21:16; 21:42; 22:31). To the Sadducees, who said there was no resurrection (Matthew 22:23), Jesus 

said, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures” (Matthew 22:29). No excuse for their error, 

because they should have known better. On one occasion Jesus based his argument on a single 

word in a passage (John 10:33-36), another time on the tense of a word (Matt. 22:29-33). Clearly, 

Jesus expected the Jews, to whom the law had been given, to have a thorough knowledge of it. If 

anything, our responsibility is even greater today, seeing that we also have the New Testament 

Scriptures. God has revealed “all truth” to us (John 16:13); told us “all things that pertain to life and 

godliness” (2 Peter 1:3); given us the “words of eternal life” (John 6:68). Wouldn’t it be a shame if 

we didn’t even bother to read (or hear) what God has revealed?  

But Jesus also expected people to understandunderstandunderstandunderstand what they read (and what they heard Him teach). 

Jesus introduced His teaching on one occasion by saying, “Hear and understandunderstandunderstandunderstand” (Matthew 15:10). 

When they didn’t understand, Jesus rebuked them by saying, “Are you also still without 

understandingunderstandingunderstandingunderstanding?”    (Matt. 15:16). In His explanation of the Parable of the Sower, Jesus talked about 

someone who “hears the word and understandsunderstandsunderstandsunderstands it” (Matt. 13:23). He went on to say that 

understandingunderstandingunderstandingunderstanding this parable was the key to understandingunderstandingunderstandingunderstanding the other parables (Mark 4:13). Jesus 

made other statements like: “If you had known what this meansmeansmeansmeans”    (Matt. 12:7); “Go and learn what 

this meansmeansmeansmeans” (Matt. 9:13); “How is it that you do not understandunderstandunderstandunderstand?” (Matt. 16:11); “Why do you not 

understandunderstandunderstandunderstand My speech?” (John 8:43). So on this point there can be no dispute—Jesus expects us to 

understand God’s word. If we don’t understand, we only have ourselves to blame.  

Know the best way to prove the devil a liar, especially on this subject? Pursue understanding with 

the same zeal described in the following passage: “My son, if you receive my words, and treasure 

my commands within you, so that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to 

understanding; yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, if you 

seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will understand the fear of 

the LORD, and find the knowledge of God” (Proverbs 2:1-5). 

Bookmark that passage, because you might want to come back to it again. Don’t trust others to tell 

you what the Bible says. Read it for yourself—you’ll be so glad you did. 


