
Studies in Proverbs     Lesson 1 

Duties of Parents Toward Their Children 

1.  What should children hear from their parents, and how will this help them? (1:8-9). 

2.  What kind of example should parents set for their children? (20:7). 

3.  How does a father show love for his son? (3:11-12). 

4.  Who hates his son? Who loves his son? (13:24). 

5.  What will drive foolishness from a child? (22:15). 

6.  A corrected child will give us what? (29:17). 

7.  What are some other benefits to “the rod”? (23:13-16; 29:15). 

8.  When is a good time to chasten our children? (19:18). 

9.  What kind of children do we not want to have? (17:21). 

10.  What kind of children do we want to have? (23:24). 

11.  What is said about the child who is trained in the way he should go? (22:6). 

12.  What did the “virtuous wife” do for her children? How did her children feel about 

her? (31:10-31). 
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Duties of Children Toward Their Parents 

1.  By what is a child known? (20:11). 

2.  How should children regard their parents’ instructions? (1:8; 6:20; 13:1; 19:27; 

23:22). 

3.  What is said about the child who mocks his parents and scorns obedience? (30:17). 

4.  According to Proverbs 30:11, there is a generation that does what? 

5.  What is said about the child who curses his father or mother? (20:20). 

6.  What is said about the child who mistreats his parents? (19:26). 

7.  What is said about the child who robs his parents? (28:24). 

8.  The children of the “virtuous wife” rise up and do what? (31:28). 

9.  What does a wise son do in summer? (10:5). 

10.  What kind of child makes his parents glad? (10:1; 15:20; 23:24-25; 29:3). 

11.  What kind of child brings grief and shame to his parents? (10:1, 5; 17:25; 19:13). 
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Friends and Companions:  

The Right Kind and the Wrong Kind 

1.  Why should the righteous choose his friends carefully? (12:26). 

2.  What advantage is there to walking with wise men? (13:20). 

3.  Why should we not desire to be with evil men? (24:1-2). 

4.  With whom should we not associate, according to 20:19? 

5.  With whom should we not associate, according to 24:21-22? 

6.  Why should we not be friends with an angry man? (22:24-25). 

7.  With whom should we not “mix,” and why? (23:19-21). 

8.  According to 28:7 and 29:3, with whom should we not become companions? 

9.  Who has many “friends”? (14:20; 19:4, 6). 

10.  What are some characteristics of a true friend? (17:17; 27:6, 9, 17). 

11.  What is essential to having friends? (18:24). 

12.  Explain Proverbs 27:14. 

13.  Explain the warning given in Proverbs 17:18. 
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Women:  Good And Bad 

1.  Using Proverbs 2:16-20, 5:1-6, and 6:20-25, give a brief description of the 

“immoral,” or “adulterous,” or “evil” woman. 

2.  Proverbs 11:22 speaks of a “lovely woman who lacks discretion.” Explain. 

3.  What kind of woman is described in 19:13; 21:9, 19; 27:15-16? 

4.  What kind of woman is “earthshaking”? (30:21-23). 

5.  Proverbs 19:14 speaks of a “prudent wife.” Define prudent. (For help on this word, 

see Proverbs 14:15; 22:3; 12:23). 

6.  Proverbs 11:16 speaks of a “gracious woman.” Define gracious. 

7.  With what is the “virtuous wife” clothed? (31:22, 25, 30). 

8.  In what way is an excellent wife the “crown of her husband”? (12:4). 

9.  What does a wise woman do to her house? What does a foolish woman do to her 

house? (14:1). 
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Better Things 

1.  What is better than concealed love? (27:5-6). See also Eccl. 7:5; Rev. 3:19. 

2.  When is a neighbor better than a brother? (27:10). 

3.  List some things better than gold, silver, and rubies. (3:13-18; 8:11, 19; 16:16). 

4.  Name two other things that are better than riches (Proverbs 22:1). 

5.  When is it better to have “a little”? (15:16-17; 16:8; 17:1). 

6.  Explain Proverbs 16:19. 

7.  When is a poor man better than a rich man? (28:6; 19:1). 

8.  A poor man is better than whom? (19:22). 

9.  He who is slow to anger is better than whom? (16:32). 

10.  It is better to dwell in a corner of a housetop, or in the wilderness, than with whom? 

(21:9, 19; 25:24). 

11.  Which is better, to sit in a high place, or in a low place? (25:6-7). 

12.  Explain Proverbs 12:9. 
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Pride 

1.  How does God feel about pride? (6:16-17; 8:13; 21:4). 

2.  Does God punish the proud? (16:5; 15:25). 

3.  When pride comes, what else comes? (11:2). 

4.  To what does pride lead? (16:18; 18:12). 

5.  What does a man’s pride do to him? (29:23). 

6.  What does a proud man stir up? (28:25; 13:10). 

7.  From whom should we receive praise? (27:2). 

8.  Should we seek our own glory? (25:27). 

9.  One who exalts himself should do what? (30:32). 

10.  How do we become highly esteemed among men? (3:1-4). 

11.  One who falsely boasts of giving is compared to what? (25:14). 

12.  To whom does God give grace? (3:34). 

13.  Proverbs 14:30 says that “envy is rottenness to the bones.” Is there any connection 

between pride and envy? See James 3:14. 
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Giving Heed to Reproof, Correction, and Rebuke 

1.  What does the Lord do for those whom He loves? What does a father do for the child 

whom he loves? What does a brother in Christ do for those whom he loves? (3:11-

12). 

2.  Open rebuke is better than what? (27:5). 

3.  What happens to one who refuses correction? (10:17; 13:18; 15:10; 29:1). 

4.  What will come to him who accepts correction? (13:18). 

5.  One who hates correction—how is he described? (12:1; 15:12). 

6.  One who receives correction—how is he described? (15:5). 

7.  Using 15:31-32, contrast one who hears rebuke with one who disdains rebuke. 

8.  A wise rebuker is like what to an obedient ear? (25:12). 

9.  What is promised to those who rebuke the wicked? (24:25). 

10.  Which gains us more favor, rebuke or flattery? (28:23). 
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The Foolish Man 

1.  How do fools regard knowledge, wisdom, and instruction? (1:7; 1:22; 15:5; 17:16; 

18:2; 23:9). 

2.  Why do fools die? (10:21). 

3.  What is like sport to a fool? (10:23; 13:19; 14:9). 

4.  The way of a fool is right in whose eyes? (12:15). 

5.  In what does a fool trust? (28:26). 

6.  To whom will a fool become a servant? (11:29). 

7.  How dangerous is it to meet up with a fool in his folly? (17:12). 

8.  A fool is counted wise only when he does what? (17:28). 

9.  Does a fool usually keep his mouth shut? (14:33; 29:11). 

10.  How does a foolish man handle his money? (21:20; 19:10). 

11.  What is not fitting for a fool? (26:1). 

12.  One who spreads slander is called a what? (10:18). 

13.  What kind of man acts foolishly? (14:17). 

14.  How is a fool’s wrath compared to a stone and sand? (27:3). 

15.  What appeal does the Lord make to the foolish man? (9:6). 
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The Wise Man 

1.  How do wise men regard knowledge and understanding? (1:5; 9:9; 10:8,14; 18:15). 

2.  How can we be wise in our latter days? (19:20). 

3.  In what sense is a wise man strong? (24:5-6; 21:22). 

4.  How do the wise use their tongue or lips? (10:19; 11:30; 12:18; 15:2,7). 

5.  Does a wise man say everything that is on his mind? (29:11; 16:23; 17:27). 

6.  How do the wise regard those who rebuke them? (9:8). 

7.  What is a wise man’s attitude toward evil? (14:16). 

8.  The way of life for the wise winds in what direction? (15:24). 

9.  When children act wisely, how does it make their parents feel? (10:1; 15:20; 23:15-

16, 24). 

10.  What can help us be wise? (13:20). 

11.  Four things are little, but exceedingly wise. What are they? (30:24-28). 

12.  What shall the wise inherit? (3:35). 
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Laziness vs. Diligence and Hard Work 

1.  What does a lazy man refuse to do? (21:25). In contrast, how is the virtuous wife 

described? (31:27). 

2.  What does the field of the lazy man look like? (24:30-34). 

3.  What are the financial consequences to laziness? (10:4; 13:4; 14:23; 19:15; 20:4; 

28:19). 

4.  How are lazy people regarded by those who “send them” (“their employers—NRSV) 

(10:26). How do they usually regard themselves? (26:16). 

5.  Explain Proverbs 15:19. 

6.  What kind of excuses does a lazy man offer to get out of work? (26:13-16; 22:13). 

7.  How does a lazy man spend too much of his time? (6:9-11; 20:13; 24:33-34). 

8.  Who usually obtains the better job, the lazy man, or the diligent man? (12:24). 

9.  What is said about the man who excels in his work? (22:29). 

10.  How is diligence described? (12:27). 

11.  What should one be diligent in keeping? (4:23). What should one be diligent in 

seeking? (8:17). 

12.  Read Proverbs 27:23-24. Explain what application, if any, this passage has to us 

today. 
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Fear of the Lord 

1.  To understand the fear of the Lord, what must we do? (2:1-5). 

2.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of what? (1:7; 9:10). 

3.  One who fears the Lord—what else does he fear? (13:13). 

4.  One who fears the Lord—from what does he depart, or turn away? (3:7; 8:13; 14:27; 

16:6). 

5.  One who fears the Lord—how does he walk? (14:2). 

6.  What blessings come to those who fear the Lord? (10:27; 14:26; 19:23; 22:4). 

7.  What is said about a woman who fears the Lord? (31:30). 

8.  Why should we be zealous for the fear of the Lord? (23:17-18). 

9.  A little with the fear of the Lord is better than what? (15:16). 

10.  Explain the contrast in Proverbs 29:25. 

11.  Should we fear anyone other than the Lord? (24:21). 
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 Strife, Contention, Discord 

1.  How does the Lord feel about someone who sows discord? (6:16-19). 

2.  What description is given of one who sows discord? (6:12-14). 

3.  What can any fool do? (20:3). 

4.  Whose lips enter into contention and what does his mouth call for? (18:6). 

5.  To what is one compared who meddles in a quarrel not his own? (26:17). 

6.  Who sows or stirs up strife? (10:12; 13:10; 15:18; 16:28; 28:25; 29:22; 30:33). 

7.  Who loves strife? (17:19). 

8.  Contention will leave if we cast out whom? (22:10). 

9.  Strife ceases where there is no what? (26:20-21). 

10.  Among the questions asked in 23:29 is this one, “Who has contentions?” What’s the 

answer to this question? (23:30). 

11.  How hard is it to win back an offended brother? (18:18-19). 

12.  What is better than a house full of feasting with strife? (17:1). 

13.  To what is the beginning of strife compared? (17:14). 

14.  When is a good time to stop contention? (17:14). 
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The Deceitfulness of Riches 

1.  What is said about those who are greedy for gain? (1:19; 15:27). 

2.  How do some gain their wealth improperly? (13:11; 20:17; 22:16; 28:8). 

3.  How does a rich man regard his wealth? (18:11; 10:15). 

4.  What will happen to the one who trusts in his riches? (11:28). 

5.  What might the rich be tempted to do and say? What might the poor be tempted to 

do? (30:8-9). 

6.  Why should one not overwork to be rich? (23:4-5). 

7.  When do riches cease to have any profit? (11:4). 

8.  How can one be rich and yet have nothing? How can one be poor and yet have great 

riches? (13:7). 

9.  What should be chosen rather than great riches? (22:1). 

10.  What is better than silver and gold? (3:13-18). 

11.  How can a house be filled with precious and pleasant riches? (24:3-4). 

12.  What do the rich and the poor have in common? (22:2). 

13.  What should we not forget to do with our money and possessions? (3:9-10; 11:24-25; 

19:17; 21:26; 22:9; 31:20). 

14.  What is one difference between the wealth God offers and the wealth the world 

offers? (10:22). 


