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How do you determine right and wrong—if you do not believe that the Bible is the standard 

for all mankind? You could rely on a “gut feeling,” or an internal sense of right and wrong, 

but yours might be totally different than the next person. You could go by what is legal or 

illegal, but that could still lead to confusion, because what is legal in some states is illegal in 

others (e.g. gay marriages). You could also base your decision on whether or not something is 

hurtful to others, but there again, what some view as hurtful seems harmless to others. 

See if this sounds familiar at all. “You shall not all do as we are doing here today—every man 

doing whatever is right in his own eyes” (Deuteronomy 12:8). Sadly, that’s what many 

people are doing today, and the results speak for themselves. Keep reading that same passage 

and you’ll see the solution—“do what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God” 

(Deuteronomy 12:28). 

“Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him” 

(Proverbs 26:12). It may be hard for some to swallow, but none of us are wise enough to 

decide right and wrong. We don’t know the best course to follow, and so we have to 

acknowledge the same thing Jeremiah did: “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in 

himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). Those who are 

humble enough to realize that will then be ready to let the Lord direct their steps, to let him 

decide what is acceptable and what is not. Read carefully the following passage, because this 

is what we must all learn to do. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your 

own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do 

not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7). 

What happens when people become a law unto themselves, when they do what is right in 

their own eyes? What happens when God’s word is rejected as the perfect standard? Among 

other things, you have the same problem Isaiah described: “Woe to those who call evil good, 

and good evil...” (Isaiah 5:20). Are we really supposed to believe that homosexuality is good? 

God clearly says otherwise (Romans 1:24-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Jude 1:7). Some contend 

that divorce is good, at least in some cases, because “it will make everyone happier.” Again, 

that’s not what God says. According to Him, divorce is sin, unless it is for the cause of sexual 

immorality (Matthew 19:3-9). 

Even churches who claim to be following the Lord have been affected. Women are routinely 

put in positions of leadership, despite the Lord’s teaching to the contrary (1 Timothy 2:11-

15). Doctrines such as “once saved, always saved” are preached in pulpits around the world, 

even though the Lord clearly teaches that one can fall from grace (Galatians 5:4; 1 

Corinthians 10:12). Again, what it boils down to is that people are teaching and doing what is 

“right in their own eyes.” 



God’s way is perfect (Psalms 18:30), and so let’s purpose to follow it just as closely as we can. 

We’ll be glad we did—now, but especially in eternity. 


