




� Immature and/or sinful attitudes

� Genuine problems within churches that need 
to be addressed



� A problem in the first century. Acts 17:21; 
Eph. 4:14

� New is sometimes better, but there are also 
times when the old paths must be sought. times when the old paths must be sought. 
Jer. 6:16



� Everything except intolerance is tolerated.

� Most see all beliefs as acceptable and contend 
that we can’t know right from wrong with 
certainty.certainty.

� Truth can be known and God has a standard. 
John 8:31, 32; 2 John 9

� Must not violate it. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 John 9-11



� Casual, informal, food.

� Similar to 1 Kings 12:28.

� Reverence and godly fear may not always be 
convenient. Heb. 12:28, 29convenient. Heb. 12:28, 29

� Avoid carnal, self-interest. Phil. 2:1-4

� False doctrine appeals to those who must 
“have it their way.”



� House-church movement has had its greatest 
appeal among the young

� Not that all the young have been fooled.
� Certainly appeals to those who lack respect 
for older ones. Lev. 19:32for older ones. Lev. 19:32

� Age does not automatically make one right, 
but…1 Peter 5:5

� If you must stand against older people, make 
certain it is for the sake of truth.



� 1 Cor. 14:34, 35; 1 Tim. 2:12

� Smith would create a “leaderless” situation.

� Has a great appeal to our culture today.

Will we listen to Christ or culture? 1 Cor. 11:3� Will we listen to Christ or culture? 1 Cor. 11:3



� Easy prey when not taught properly.

� Churches may fail to properly teach. Eph. 4:11-16

� Must teach doctrinal fundamentals. Jdgs. 2:7, 10

� A church can do its part and people not become � A church can do its part and people not become 
well-grounded because of lack of attendance, 
attention, private study, etc. 1 Peter 2:2, 3

� Parents, emphasize Bible knowledge.



� Easy to latch onto something without 
thinking it through.

� The gospel is still God’s power to save. Rom. 
1:161:16

� Take care of church problems, and then get 
busy, and growth will come.

� God’s plan works when we work God’s plan.



� Three types of traditions.
◦ Divine ones. 1 Cor. 11:2

◦ Human traditions that do not contradict 
God’s word. God’s word. 

◦ Human traditions that contradict God’s 
word. 



� Three types of traditions.

� Some can’t consider anything new 
because of tradition.because of tradition.

� Is our commitment to Bible authority 
or the way we have always done it?



� Make their points by pronouncement rather 
than reasoning from the Scriptures.

� Teach with a humble spirit. 2 Tim. 2:24, 25

Failure to provide Scriptural answers with the � Failure to provide Scriptural answers with the 
right spirit may push people toward false 
teaching.



� The good fight must be conducted properly. 
1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:23-26

� Let’s not drive people away with the wrong 
spirit. Gal. 5:6, 14, 15spirit. Gal. 5:6, 14, 15
◦ And lose our own souls.



� Can a Sardis or Laodicea be found today?

� Lack of love and enthusiasm causes some to 
grasp for the wrong things.

If we understand what Christ has done for us, � If we understand what Christ has done for us, 
how can we not be enthused? 2 Cor. 5:14, 15

� Without love we are nothing. 1 Cor. 13:1-3



� Heed the warning. Gal. 1:6-9

� We must teach and warn against the sinful 
and/or immature attitudes all around us.

� But false teaching has a greater appeal when � But false teaching has a greater appeal when 
we are not what we should be.

� We don’t need Radical Restoration, but we 
may need biblical restoration.

� If so, let’s repent and turn back to God.



� Have you heard the gospel preached? Rom. 
1:16; 10:17

� Do you believe it?  Mark 16:15, 16
� Are you willing to…
◦ Turn from your sins?  2 Pet. 3:9; Acts 2:38◦ Turn from your sins?  2 Pet. 3:9; Acts 2:38
◦ Confess your faith in Jesus? Rom. 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37

� Then you need to be baptized.
◦ Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38

� Will you do it now?




