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of him as a great doer of many things. He is the type individual
who likes to talk about himself, and is not bashful about
bragging about all his accomplishments. There is an old saying




that is associated with this kind of person: “If you want to
know how great he is (or members of his family), just ask him,
and he will tell you.” Then there are those who do not have to
be asked; they constantly boast about themselves, whether
others want to hear it or not.

We just mentioned that boasting has become a part of our
present culture. We can also observe that this practice is
addressed in God's word. In Romans 1, Paul described the
many evil characteristics of the Gentiles, one of which
consisted of “boasters” (v. 30). In writing to Timothy, he stated,
“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:
For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy” (2 Tim. 3:1-2). These sins are running
rampant today, and most certainly, boasting is no exception.

Paul did engage “in a little folly”—a type of foolish boasting in
order to expose his opponents who were false apostles—taking
advantage of the brethren at Corinth (2 Cor. 11). However, he
had already established the fact that acceptable glorying or
boasting is to be only in the Lord—“He who glories, let him
glory in the Lord” (2 Cor. 10:17). Likewise, he told the
Galatians: “But God forbid that I should glory except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ by whom the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal. 6:14).

There are many admonitions throughout God's word against
being proud and boastful. Jesus taught that when we do our
good deeds, don't “sound a trumpet” but let it be in secret to
the extent that “when you do a charitable deed, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing” (Matt. 6:1-4). In
other words, don't be telling others and bragging about what
good deeds you have done. The Parable of the Pharisee and the
Tax Collector teaches against self-righteous boasting and pride

(Luke 18:9-14). Paul, wrote, “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). In
planning for the future, James said “you ought to say, ‘If the
Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” But now you boast
in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil” (James 4:15-16).

Boasters are proud, which is totally against the humble spirit
that should characterize the faithful child of God. James said,
“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James
4:6). The boaster is one who thinks he is better/smarter/more
important than others. But the Scripture teaches that “in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also
for the interests of others” (Phil. 2:3-4). The boaster often
makes others feel bad about themselves, and become
discouraged over “falling so short” of all the braggart's alleged
accomplishments and abilities. But the Lord says, “Let each of
us please his neighbor for his good, leading to
edification” (Rom. 15:2). And there are other problems
associated with all the damage a boaster causes. Thus, boasting
is an attempt to belittle others, while seeking to elevate self
above everyone else.

It has been said that no one likes to be around a boaster—
having to constantly hear him brag about himself. No doubt
about it, that is so true! Who wants to hear and see actions of
someone essentially saying: “Look at me and see how great I
am”? Never let it be said or observed that the faithful child of
God is a boaster. May we at all times heed the words of our
title: “LET ANOTHER MAN PRAISE YOU.”

—via the bulletin for the Southside church of Christ, Gonzales,
Louisiana, October 16, 2016




