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Weekly Bulletin
January 3, 2021

Fools, Fools, and More Fools

by Bryan Gibson

You can find them in the Bible—the rich man was one (Luke
12:20), and so were some of the Pharisees (Matthew 23:17, 19),
and some of the Galatians (Galatians 3:1). Fools, we’re told, can
often come from among those who profess to be wise (Romans
1:22). The Book of Proverbs, though, contains the most de-
tailed description of the fool, so let’s put some of those passages

together and see what we’ve got.

A fool is easy enough to spot (Proverbs 13:16)—eventually
both his speech and his behavior will give him away (Proverbs
12:23; 15:2). Everyone can see he’s a fool, everyone that is, ex-
cept himself. Let’s just say that he has a pretty high opinion of
himself (Proverbs 12:15; 14:3; 30:32), and perhaps that’s the
reason he keeps doing the same foolish things over and over
again (Proverbs 26:11).



No one can tell him anything, because he is “right in his own
eyes” (Proverbs 12:15). He won't listen to heavenly wisdom
and instruction, even when it comes from those who love him
the most (Proverbs 1:7, 22; 10:8; 12:1; 18:2). So rather than do
what the Lord tells him to do, he just does what “feels right” or
what “seems right” (Proverbs 28:26; 16:25).

Someone like that—you wouldn’t expect sin to bother them,
and that’s exactly the case. A fool mocks at sin (Proverbs 14:9);
it’s like sport to him (Proverbs 10:23); he’s not even thinking
about the consequences of his actions (Proverbs 14:16; 9:13-
18).

He may not listen very well, but he sure can talk. Unfortunate-
ly, he doesn’t know when to quit (Proverbs 10:14; 12:23; 14:33;
18:2; 29:11). Other folks might think better of him if he could
just learn to keep his mouth shut (Proverbs 17:28).

A fool is no laughing matter, because he can do a lot of harm,
and not just to himself. The fact is, he’s more dangerous than “a
bear robbed of her

cubs”  (Proverbs

17:12), and much L
of that has to do |
with the fact that

LET A MAN MEET A BEAR
ROBBED OF HER CUBS,

RATHER THAN A
FOOL IN HIS FOLLY.

he gets too angry, t00 quickly, adtays that wa too
(Proverbs 12:16; 14:16-17, 29; 27:3). He’s never met a fight he
didn’t like (Proverbs 18:6-7; 20:3).

A fool has little or no regard for others, so it’s not surprising
that he would slander others (Proverbs 10:18), or that he

len |

would bring grief and shame to his parents (Proverbs 15:20;
17:21, 25; 19:13).

“A fool and his money are soon parted”—that’s not a direct
quote from Proverbs, but the principle is certainly there. Luxu-
ry doesn’t fit him well (Proverbs 19:10), because he’ll only
squander it (Proverbs 21:20).

Is there any hope for the fool? There most certainly is, if he’s
willing to repent. Foolishness is a hard habit to break (Proverbs
27:22), but it can be done. “Forsake foolishness and live, and go
in the way of understanding” (Proverbs 9:6). “O you simple
ones, understand prudence, and you fools, be of an understand-
ing heart” (Proverbs 8:5).
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