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Jesus, the Master Teacher (Part 2)

by Bryan Gibson (with help from John Gibson)

We continue our look at the things which characterized
the teaching of Jesus, the things which made Him the best

teacher who ever lived.

Jesus considered truth to be exclusive. He didn’t present
His teachings as if there were available alternatives (see
Matthew 7:13-14; 7:21-23). Men were free to choose
something else, but He made it clear that there would be

eternal consequences if they did.

Jesus did not make class distinctions in His teaching. Jesus
looked for humble hearts who would receive His teach-
ing. It didn’t matter to Him where they came from, what
they looked like, what job they had, what their political
leanings were, what terrible things they had done in the

past, etc. Among His disciples we find a rich, prominent



council member (Mark 15:43; John 19:38), several fisher-
men (Matthew 4:18-22), a Zealot (Luke 6:15), tax collec-
tors (Matthew 9:9; Luke 19:1-10), and a host of others

from various walks of life.

Jesus did not disguise the “cross” behind the “crown.” “If
they persecute Me, they will persecute you..” (John
15:20). “I did not come to bring peace, but a
sword...” (Matthew 10:34). “Let him deny himself, and
take up his cross...” (Matthew 16:24).

Jesus did not change His teaching to suit the wants of His
hearers. He knew that some would never be satisfied
(Luke 7:30-35). When some who had been following Him
turned away (John 6:66), He let them go. He didn’t change

His message to lure them back.

Jesus sometimes shocked people to get their attention. “Let
the dead bury their own dead” (Luke 9:60). “It is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24). “It
would have been good for that man if he had not been
born” (Matthew 26:24). “You are of your father, the dev-
il” (John 8:44).

Jesus challenged the religious establishment of His day—
the Pharisees and Sadducees, the scribes and lawyers. He
challenged their hypocrisy (Matthew 23:2-4), their loyalty
to tradition over the word of God (Matthew 15:1-9), and

of course their doctrines, when they were not in agree-
ment with His doctrine (Matthew 16:12).

Jesus challenged people to make a commitment. “Seek
FIRST the kingdom” (Matthew 6:33). “He who loves fa-
ther and mother more than Me is not worthy of
Me” (Matthew 10:37). “Sell all that you have and distrib-
ute to the poor” (Luke 18:22). Lukewarmness and half-

heartedness do not sit well with Jesus.

Jesus constantly held out the hope of a reward before His
hearers. “Great is your reward in heaven” (Matthew 5:12).
“Your Father...will reward you openly” (Matthew 6:4, 6,
18). “Though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25). “And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also” (John 14:3). He constantly spoke of “everlasting” or

“eternal” life.

But Jesus also warned people about the danger of being lost
in hell (Matthew 5:22, 29-30; 7:13; 10:28; 18:9; 23:33).

"No One Ever Spoke
Like ¢this /Man"

kil A0y




