
Outsmarted by the unrighteous 

Parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke 16:1-15) 



Background 

 “He ALSO said to His disciples” (v. 1). 

 The previous parables (lost things) in chapter 15 were 

directed primarily to the Pharisees and scribes (15:1-3). 

His disciples now include “tax collectors and sinners” 

(15:1). 

 Tax collectors were typically mean of wealth who didn’t 

always obtain it by righteous means (e.g., Zacchaeus). 

But the Pharisees “also heard all these things” (v. 14). 



Luke 16:1-15 (ESV) 

 (1) He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich 

man who had a manager, and charges were brought 

to him that this man was wasting his possessions.  

(2)  And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this 

that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your 

management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 



Luke 16:1-15 (ESV) 

 (3) And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I 

do, since my master is taking the management away 

from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 

ashamed to beg.’ 

 “Dig” seems to refer in general to agricultural labor 

(Luke 13:8). 



Luke 16:1-15 (ESV) 

 (4)  I have decided what to do, so that when I am 

removed from management, people may receive me 

into their houses.'  (5)  So, summoning his master's 

debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much 

do you owe my master?’  (6)  He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 

sit down quickly and write fifty.’  (7)  Then he said 

to another, ‘And how much do you owe?' He said, ‘A 

hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 

your bill, and write eighty.’ 



Luke 16:1-15 (ESV) 

 (8) The master commended the dishonest manager 

for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own generation 

than the sons of light. 

 New English Bible: “The people of this world are much 

more shrewd in handling their affairs than the people 

who belong to the light.” 



Luke 16:1-15 (ESV) 

 (9) And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 

means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails 

they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.  

(10) "One who is faithful in a very little is also 

faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very 

little is also dishonest in much.  (11) If then you 

have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, 

who will entrust to you the true riches?  (12) And if 

you have not been faithful in that which is another's, 

who will give you that which is your own? 



Luke 16:1-15 (ESV) 

 (13) No servant can serve two masters, for either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and money.”  (14)  The Pharisees, 

who were lovers of money, heard all these things, 

and they ridiculed him.  (15)  And he said to them, 

“You are those who justify yourselves before men, 

but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted 

among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” 



Applications 

Why do the wicked (sons of this world) often 

prosper? 

 Because they very shrewdly advance their own 

interests. 

 They have great foresight (long range objectives), and 

they plan diligently to meet those objectives. 



Applications 

Are they outsmarting us, the sons of light? 

 How shrewdly or wisely do we advance our spiritual 

interests? How much foresight do we have? How much 

planning do we do? 

 Parents and the spiritual interests of our children. 

 Individual goals of a Christian. 

 Local church. 



Applications 

God gives us money/possessions to ENJOY 

(1 Tim. 6:17), but these possessions also test our 

faithfulness. 

 What kind of stewards or managers are we? 

 Are we using what we have to “make friends”? 

 Matt. 25:34-46; 1 Timothy 6:17-20; Heb. 13:16 

 1 Thess. 2:18-20. 



Applications 

How important is it that we be good stewards of our 

possessions, that we use them in ways God would 

be pleased? 

 Very important, if we’re interested in the “true riches,” 

if we interested in what we can have and hold as our 

“own.” 


