
The Prattmont Church of Christ is just what the name suggests, 

a church that belongs to 

Christ. We are not a denomi-

nation; we are simply a group 

of Christians trying very hard 

to practice the teachings of 

our Head, Jesus Christ. The 

New Testament offers a com-

plete pattern for what each 

local church should be like—

its organization, its worship, 

its work, etc. We are commit-

ted to following that pattern. 

We cordially invite you to at-

tend our services. We would 

also welcome any comments or questions about this bulletin. 
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WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship    ....................................................    10:00 A.M.10:00 A.M.10:00 A.M.10:00 A.M.    
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Improving Our WorshipImproving Our WorshipImproving Our WorshipImproving Our Worship    

by Bill Hall 

Our lack of fervency and reverence in worship is a matter of 

grave concern to all spiritually-minded people. We have of-

ten caught ourselves singing, but not worshiping; bowing 

our head, but not praying; sitting through a sermon, but not 

participating in a study of God’s word. Such action is mock-

ery, bringing condemnation on the “worshiper” rather than 

God’s approval. 

What is the solution to the problem? Some have sought for 

the solution in spontaneous singing and chain prayers. A 

group meets for a devotional period. No song numbers are 

announced; somebody (anybody) just starts a song, and eve-

rybody joins in. Instead of one person leading the prayer, all 

the men take part, each one adding his little bit until the last 

man in the circle gives the final “Amen.” The purpose be-
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hind this practice is to help people feel closer to God as they 

worship. 

I am not questioning the scripturalness of these practices, 

but if someone thinks they hold the solution to our prob-

lems of worship, I believe him to be absolutely wrong. Or if 

such practices lead the participants to look disdainfully on 

“led” singing or “led” prayers, considering such to be an infe-

rior way of worship, they become downright dangerous. Im-

provement in worship is not brought about by changing the 

order or externals of worship, but by changing the hearts of 

men. It comes from stronger faith and greater love for the 

Lord. 

When we come to love the Lord and appreciate His sacrifice 

as we ought, such words as, “I stand amazed in the presence 

of Jesus the Nazarene, And wonder how He could love me, a 

sinner condemned, unclean,” will awaken an immediate re-

sponse in our hearts, so that with genuine fervor we will 

sing, “How marvelous! How wonderful! And my song shall 

ever be; How marvelous! How wonderful! Is my Savior’s 

love for me.” And whether the song is sung spontaneously or 

is announced and led by a song leader will become a matter 

of indifference. 

When we develop a true consciousness of God-a conscious-

ness of His greatness, His presence, His concern, His love, 

His awareness, His listening ear—and an appreciation of our 

own littleness and unworthiness, we will begin praying as 

we ought. 

Spontaneous singing and chain prayers only provide tempo-

rary help in treating the symptom. But what we need is to 

get to the root of our problems, our own lack of faith and 

love for the Lord. 

We shall try, but we will never in this life reach perfection 

in worship. But one day we shall see our Lord. A conscious-

ness of what He has done for us will sweep our souls as 

never before. An awareness of our hopelessness were it not 

for Him will stir our spirits. And then—and possibly only 

then—we will break forth in praise with the sincere adora-

tion which He deserves. And we are quite sure it won’t take 

any artificial form or arrangement of worship to prompt that 

bursting forth of praise. 

 A Poor and Contrite HeartA Poor and Contrite HeartA Poor and Contrite HeartA Poor and Contrite Heart    

We may look at two Christians and judge one to be strong, and 

the other struggling. God’s assessment may be just the opposite, 

because the “struggling Christian” may have a poor and con-

trite heart, whereas the “strong” one does not. The “struggling 

Christian” may not be doing as much good as the “strong” one, 

and presently he may even have a greater struggle with sin, but 

he knows his condition; he takes correction well; he’s always 

willing to repent; he humbly seeks forgiveness; and he strives 

diligently to get better every day. And that’s more than can be 

said for some “strong” Christians we know. 


