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“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord” (James 4:10). Humble yourselves under 

the mighty hand of God” (1 Peter 5:6). Humility is not optional, not if we want to 

please God and go to heaven. But exactly what is humility, and how does it manifest 

itself in our lives? How can we tell if we’re truly humble? 

Understand, it’s not just making a few self-effacing remarks from time to time (“You 

know I’m not the smartest person in the world”; “I’m still working on myself, because 

I know I’ve got a long way to go”). Nothing wrong with these remarks, if they’re 

genuine, but true humility is much more. It’s exhibited in real life situations—in one’s 

attitudes and actions—especially in situations that really test one’s humility. 

So let’s do this—let’s take a humility test and see how we do. These questions may 

sound familiar if you’ve read Sewell Hall’s excellent book, “Hallmarks,” (page 267). 

I’ve taken some of his questions, expanded on them a bit, and added a few more. 

We’ll need to do this over several articles, which is okay, because this subject deserves 

that much attention. Let’s make sure we give honest answers; it’s the only way to 

know if we have truly humbled ourselves in the sight of the Lord. 

1. Do I ever question the righteousness of God’s actions (or inactions)? Job did, but 

he learned better: “I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for 

me, which I did not know…therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes” 

(Job 42:3, 6). The Psalmist said, “My tongue shall speak of Your righteousness all day 

long” (Psalms 71:24)—it’s awful hard to do that and question Him at the same time. 

2. Do I question the reasonableness of any commandment given by God? Maybe I 

don’t actually say it’s unreasonable, but if I neglect to keep it on the same basis, or 

reshape it to make it more “reasonable,” haven’t I “said” the same thing? For me to 

question the reasonableness of God’s commandments is to question both His 

righteousness (“the entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous 

judgments endure forever—Psalms 119:160) and His love (“the LORD commanded us 

to observe all these statutes…for our good always”—Deuteronomy 6:24). 

3. Do I ever think in terms of what God owes me, or what I deserve from Him? 

“Who has preceded Me (“given to Me”—NAS) that I should pay him? Everything 

under heaven is mine” (Job 41:11). How humbling is that—to know that God doesn’t 



owe me anything, that to whatever degree I feel entitled or deserving, I couldn’t be 

more wrong. It’s humbling, but it’s also liberating, because I’m no longer burdened 

with thoughts of what God should do. Free from those thoughts, I can now express 

humble gratitude for every single day God gives me, and for every single blessing He 

bestows on me, including my soul’s salvation. 

4. Do I take for granted what others do for me, or give me, or do I always express 

thanks? The extent to which they help me, the size of the gift, etc.—none of that 

matters. Am I thankful for each and every gesture of kindness, no matter how large or 

small? Paul sure was, for the many ways in which many people served him and the 

gospel—people like Phoebe (Romans 16:1-2), Onesiphorous (2 Timothy 1:16-18), 

Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25-30), Aquila and Priscilla (Romans 16:3-4), Timothy 

and Titus (2 Corinthians 7:6-7; Philippians 2:19-20), just to name a few. Make no 

mistake about it; humility and a deep sense of appreciation go hand in hand. 

To be continued… 


