
The Prattmont Church of Christ is just what the name suggests, 

a church that belongs to 

Christ. We are not a denomi-

nation; we are simply a group 

of Christians trying very hard 

to practice the teachings of 

our Head, Jesus Christ. The 

New Testament offers a com-

plete pattern for what each 

local church should be like—

its organization, its worship, 

its work, etc. We are commit-

ted to following that pattern. 

We cordially invite you to at-

tend our services. We would 

also welcome any comments or questions about this bulletin. 

TIMES OF SERVICES: 

Sunday 

Bible Study ......... 9:00 A.M. 

Worship ............. 10:00 A.M. 

Training Class .... 5:00 P.M. 

Worship ............. 6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study ............ 7:00 P.M. 
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Honest Study 

by Doy Moyer 

Most people are familiar with the parable generally referred 

to as the “good Samaritan” (Luke 10:30-36). We usually refer 

to it to show what true compassion is, and how we should be 

willing to respond to the needs of others. The parable cer-

tainly does show this. However, the parable, together with 

its context, teaches more than just how to be compassionate. 

It teaches us how to be honest in our Bible study. 

A lawyer tested Jesus, asking, “Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?” (Luke 10:25). A lawyer, in the Scrip-

tures, was one who was skilled in, and taught, the law of 

Moses. The man knew the answer to the question. Jesus re-

sponded with a question: “What is written in the law? What 

is your reading of it?” (vs. 26). Whenever we are searching 

for the truth, the only way to find it is by reading the Scrip-

tures! Today, we might ask, “What does the Bible say?” 
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What better question can be asked when one is searching for 

truth? Just open the Bible and see what it says. 

The lawyer answered correctly by stating the foundation of 

God’s will: Love God with all of your heart, soul, strength 

and mind, and your neighbor as yourself (vs. 27). Jesus re-

sponded, ”You have answered rightly; do this and you will 

live” (vs. 28). Again, the man knew the answer. He quoted 

what the law said. And Jesus told him, “That’s right. Now go 

and do it.” This is the essence of doing God’s will. Find out 

what God says in His word and do it. It’s just that simple! 

There is no complicated process involved. You don’t need 

any specialized clergy to tell you what God says. Just read 

the Bible and do what He says to do. 

But here is where the lawyer began to have problems. He 

knew what God said, but if he did not know how to apply 

what was said, then he didn’t need to do it. “But he, wanting 

to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my 

neighbor?’” (vs. 29). This is too much of a problem today. 

Instead of taking what God says and doing it, we want to 

find ways to justify not doing what He says. The trouble, in 

these cases, is not that we cannot understand the will of 

God. The trouble is that we do not want to bring our own 

will into submission to God’s will. So we find a convenient 

way to justify our inaction. 

It is in response to the lawyer’s effort to justify himself that 

Jesus told the parable of the good Samaritan. Jesus’ intention 

was not so much to issue a statement on compassion as it 

was to illustrate the lawyer’s need to be honest with himself 

and simply do what God says. The parable illustrated the 

need for honesty when looking into the will of God. 

After telling the parable, Jesus asked who the neighbor was. 

The man said, “He who showed mercy on him.” To this Jesus 

responded, “Go and do likewise” (vs. 37). Again, Jesus was 

basically saying, “That’s right. Now go and do it.” He was 

showing that it is not all that difficult to apply God’s will to 

our lives. We can understand it, and we can do it. It just 

takes diligence and honesty. 

If we are not honest when we study the Bible, then we will 

not be able to properly do God’s will. There have been stud-

ies where people refused to open the Bible to a particular 

verse (such as Acts 2:38). They knew what it said, but they 

simply did not want to face what it said. In order to justify 

not being baptized, many will come up with a hypothetical 

situation to justify their own disobedience. “What about the 

man who is on his way to be baptized and a rock falls on 

him and kills him?” This is supposed to negate the fact that 

they must be baptized. All such efforts are only efforts at self

-justification. Wouldn’t it be much easier to find out what 

the Bible teaches and just do it? 

Simplified, Luke 10:25-37 teaches us that we need to look 

into the will of God, find out exactly what is said, and do 

just that. It takes honest Bible study, as well as honest self-

examination (cf. 2 Cor. 13:5). When we know what the Bi-

ble says, we need to abandon any efforts at self-justification 

and submit ourselves completely to the will of God. As we 

study the Scriptures, we need to hear these words of Jesus: 

“do this and you will live.” 


