
The Prattmont Church of Christ is just what the name suggests, 

a church that belongs to 

Christ. We are not a denomi-

nation; we are simply a group 

of Christians trying very hard 

to practice the teachings of 

our Head, Jesus Christ. The 

New Testament offers a com-

plete pattern for what each 

local church should be like—

its organization, its worship, 

its work, etc. We are commit-

ted to following that pattern. 

We cordially invite you to at-

tend our services. We would 

also welcome any comments or questions about this bulletin. 

TIMES OF SERVICES: 

Sunday 

Bible Study ......... 9:00 A.M. 

Worship ............. 10:00 A.M. 

Training Class .... 5:00 P.M. 

Worship ............. 6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study ............ 7:00 P.M. 
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The Providence of God in the Life of Ezra 

by Bryan Gibson 

For an Israelite who lived under the law of Moses, no finer 

words could be said of a man than were said of this man: 

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the 

LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in 

Israel” (Ezra 7:10). 

In the 7th year of King Artaxerxes (ca. 458 B.C.), Ezra led a 

group of Jews on a four month journey from Babylon to 

Jerusalem (Ezra 7:6-9). About 1700 men took this trip, along 

with their families (Ezra 8:1-20). That God helped them on 

this journey is indicated by the repeated use of the phrase, 

“the hand of the LORD,” and other slight variations (7:6, 9, 

28; 8:18, 22, 31). Here are three specific ways God helped 

Ezra and his fellow-Israelites. 

God helped provide them servants for the house of God 
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(Ezra 8:15-20). Ezra noticed that among the group set to 

return there were no sons of Levi, and so he commanded 

certain men “that they should bring us servants for the 

house of our God” (Ezra 8:17). Servants were brought, and 

while human effort was certainly involved, Ezra attributes 

this provision to “the good hand of our God upon us” (Ezra 

8:18). 

God guided them on 

their journey to 

Jerusalem and protected 

them from harm. 

Traveling without an 

armed escort, they 

prayed to God for help 

and protection, and He 

answered their prayer (8:21-23). “And the hand of our God 

was upon us, and He delivered us from the hand of the 

enemy and from ambush along the road” (8:31). 

We don’t know all the means He used, but in some way God 

influenced King Artaxerxes to provide the Israelites all the 

assistance they needed for this journey—and then some (7:6, 

11-26). Ezra petitioned the king, and “the king granted him 

all his request, according to the good hand of the Lord upon 

him” (7:6). Here are some highlights of the king’s decree, 

issued in response to Ezra’s request. Any Israelite who wants 

to go with Ezra, you’re free to go (7:13). For all you need to 

make sacrifices at the temple—here’s a “blank check” (7:14-

22). Whatever God commands to be done for His house, let 

it be done (7:23). No tax will be imposed on those who work 

at the house of God (7:24). Appoint magistrates and judges 

who know the law of God to rule over you, and for those 

who don’t know the law of God, make sure you teach them 

(7:25). Punish severely those who do not observe the law of 

God or the law of the king (7:26). And what was Ezra’s 

reaction to these amazing concessions from the king? 

“Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who has put such 

a thing as this in the king's heart, to beautify the house of 

the LORD which is in Jerusalem, and has extended mercy to 

me before the king and his counselors, and before all the 

king's mighty princes.’ So I was encouraged, as the hand of 

the LORD my God was upon me; and I gathered leading 

men of Israel to go up with me” (7:27-28). 

When I read the Book of Ezra, especially chapters 7-10, I’m 

impressed with Ezra, but I’m even more impressed with 

God. I want the “good hand of our God” to be upon me, too, 

but for that to happen, I need to become more like Ezra—I 

need to prepare my heart to learn the will of God, obey the 

will of God, teach the will of God, and pray fervently to 

God. 

“Demetrius has a good testimony from all, 

and from the truth itself…”  

(3 John 1:12) 


