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The Problem: “Divisions” or “Contentions” Among the Breth-
ren (1:10-12; 3:3)

also welcome any comments or questions about this bulletin.

The Cause: Preacheritis, Exalting Men Instead of Jesus Christ

(1:12; 3:21), Putting Man’s Wisdom Above God’s Wisdom

Contact Information - o
The Holy Spirit, through Paul, makes the following points to

help correct this problem:

Mailing Address P.O. Box 630872 e God’s grace was given to you by Jesus Christ; it’s through
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Him you've been enriched; it’s His testimony that was con-

firmed in you; it’s through Him you’ve been given gifts; it’s
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Phone Numbers (334) 868-0801 Him you’re eagerly waiting to return; it’s Him who can es-

tablish you until He returns; the fellowship into which you
have been called is in Him (1:4-9).

E-Mail Address prattmont@gmail.com
= Web Address prattmontchurchofchrist.org o “Is Christ divided?” (1:13). Of course not! Many members
but ONE body (12:12-13).




“Was Paul (or any other man) crucified for you?” (1:13). So
why would you who “call on the name of Jesus Christ” (1:2)

start calling on the names of men?

“Were you baptized in the name of Paul (or any other
man)?” (1:13). Of course not, because you were baptized in

the name of Christ, your allegiance is to Him (1:14-17).

Although regarded as foolish by many, only the cross of
Christ has the power to save, not the wisdom of men (1:18-

29). What man considers wise, God has proven to be fool-
ish.

Bottom line, your salvation is centered in Jesus Christ—He
is God's power and God's wisdom; He is your righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. “He who glories (boasts), let
him glory (boast) in the Lord” (1:18-25, 30-31).

Your “faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God,” because that’s exactly what I preached to
you” (2:1-5). “Jesus Christ and Him crucified”—that was

the focus of my message.

In fact, the very words we speak were revealed to us by the
Holy Spirit (2:6-13).

The way you exalt men, the way you cause “envy, strife,
and divisions™—you’re acting very immature (carnal). Quit
thinking like “mere men” and start thinking spiritually,

start thinking like servants of Christ (3:1-4).

Regard those who teach you simply as “ministers through

whom you believed” (not in whom you believed) (3:5).

God’s fellow workers, that’s what teachers are—one man
plants, another man waters, but God gives the increase.
“You are God’s field, you are God’s building” (3:6-9).

Why limit yourself by saying, “I am of Paul,” or, “I am of
Cephas™ You belong to Christ and therefore all things are
yours (3:21-23).

“Servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of
God” (4:1)—that’s how you should regard those who
preach the gospel.

Before you exalt even the apostles, before you put us on
display, think about how “God has displayed us,” think
about the very humbling circumstances in which He has
put us (4:9-13).

1 Corinthians 3:1-23 (NKJV)
21'Therefore let no one boast in men.
For all things are yours: *2whether
Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the
world or life or death, or things

present or things to come--all are
yours. 23 And you are Christ's, and
Christ is God's.




